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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES. 


THE MONTH. 


Taat “ mysterious disturbance” which, in the words of the present Premier, has, 
“for so considerable a period, annoyed and perplexed the people of this country,” 
in its influence upon the public mind, has, happily, not stopped short at annoyance 
and perplexity. The advance of Ritualism, or, more truly, of Romish doctrines and 
practice within our Protestant National Church, has, at length, thoroughly aroused 
Protestant feeling in every corner of the land. It is now clearly and unmistakably 
perceived that the gradual development of ritual has been part of an organized con- 
spiracy, designed and adapted to turn away men’s minds from the simplicity of 
Gospel truth to the belief of priestly fictions ; to substitute “sacramental grace” for 
the free grace that is in Christ, the efficacy of ordinances for the operation of the 
Holy Spirit, and the pretended sacrifice of the mass for the divine sacrifice that 
“‘cleanseth from all sin,” and which was offered for us “once for all.” In propor- 
tion as the true aim and scope of the Romeward movement has become increasingly 
apparent, in proportion as it has been made clear that an attempt is being mace to 
drag us back to medimval superstition, and to subject us once more to priestly 
supremacy and rule, in that proportion has the public determination grown and 
strengthened, that this conspiracy shall be resisted to the uttermost. The House of 
Commons, in this matter, has proved itself the true exponent of the feeling of the 
country, and what that feeling is has beex shown, inter alia, and most remarkably, 
by the withdrawal of Mr. Gladstone's resolutions after their serious introduction to 
the notice of the House. That fact is one of great significance. It indicates that 
not even at the bidding of a great popular leader, will Englishmen consent that the 
clergy shall violate their compact with the nation, and, under the pretence of using 
their own liberty, preach doctrines and inculcate practices subversive of liberty 
of others; it indicates, in fact, the national resolve to maintain uni if 
possible, that inheritance both of scriptural truth and of civil and religious freedom 
which we owe mainly to the Reformation. On this subject Mr. Gladstone has 
shown himself at issue with the majority of his own followers, and has thus evinced 
one most serious disqualification for their leadership. He has laid himself open to 
the suspicion that his leanings towards disestablishment are one-sided in their nature, 
and are cherished chiefly with the view to free the Ritualistic clergy from their legal 
obligations, should these be found insurmountable impediments in the development 
of their sacerdotal policy. We say not that this is so, but when so advanced a 
politician shows himself so greatly in arrear of public opinion on a vital question of 
the day, it is not surprising if his motives are regarded with distrust. On the other | 
hand, Mr. Disraeli’s idea of an Established Church appears sufficiently comprehensive ; 
but he has not scrupled to express his strong disapproval of the conduct of those 
clergymen who, whilst remaining jn our own Church, use their position to advance 
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226 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 1, 
doctrines indisputably Roman Catholic—doctrines which, as such, they are pledged, 


(by their contract with the nation, resolutely and persistently to oppose. It is 


clear that henceforward no political leader will venture to despise or disregard that 
great Protestant sentiment—that determination to resist the further progress of the 
Ritualistic party—which the events of the last few months have so strikingly deve- 

The progress through the House of Commons of the Pablic Worship Regulation 
Bill, has stirred to its depths that spirit of resistancc to authority which has so long 
existed, and so often been displayed, amongst that section of the clergy who rejoice 
in the epithet of “ Catholic.” These men, who aim to bring the public mind of the 
country into slavish subjection to themselves, will, for their own part, yield no sub- 
mission even to their bishops. ‘They plead conscience as a ground for disobeying 
net only those civil tribunals which, in a Charch connected with the State, must of 
necessity interpret the laws binding on its clergy, but even those ecclesiastical supe- 
Tiors in whose -succession to apostolical authority they call on all men to believe. 
The debate upon the second reading of the Bill was vigorous, and the arguments put 
forth in its favowr by many of the leading speakers, and especially by Sir William 
Vernon Harcoert, were truly masterly. Whilst deploring that the Bill was not under 
the conduct of Government, and considering that a measure affecting the Esta- 
blished Charch, of which Her Majesty is head, ought to have been promoted by Her 
Majesty's responsible advisers, Sir William forcibly contended that if the Ministry 
were divided in opinion, the same liberty of thought might be accorded to his 
side of the House, and forthwith proceeded to express his dissent from the views pro- 
pounded by Mr. Gladstone. Sir William inquired bow the principles of almost 
ungaalified liberty for the clergy enunciated by the ex-Premier could be recon- 
ciled with the principles upon which a National Church was founded, and reminded 
his hearers that tue Church of England rested upon successive Acts of Uniformity ; 


practices of an Established Church might be desirable, argued that that freedom and 
comprehensiveness must be sought and secured in the breadth of her formularies and 
in the toleration of her creed, and not in the individual judgment or the personal 
licence of her clergy. His assertion that if the people of England had waited for the 
action of Convocation, the reform of the Church in the sixteenth century would 
never have occurred, was received with rapturous applause. No doubt, the recent 
course of events has convinced men of all parties that it is not to Convocation, im- 
perfectly representing as it does even the clergy, and largely dominated by a spirit of 
High-Church partizanship, that we can look to take the initiative in any hearty — 
effort to check the Romanizing movement. The debate on the second reading, as 
has well been observed, possesses great political as well as ecclesiastical importance. 
In the future relations of the Church to the various parties in the State, it will 
doubtless exercise a considerable influence, and by some of the leaders of Liberal 
opinion it is affirmed that the High-Church sympathies avuwed by Mr. Gladstone 
when announcing bis six resolutions, have revealed a gulf between his views on 
Church questions and those of the Liberal party as a whole which nothing can 
bridge over. The discretion still permitted to the bishops is perhaps the weakest 
feature of the scheme, yet, had it been entirely withdrawn, it might have endangered 
the passing of the Bill, The most serious concession yet made to its opponents is — 
the clause whereby the operation of the measure is postponed until July, 1875. The _ 
object of ‘this postponement is not delay merely for its own sake, but to give time | 


for revision of the rubrics by the suthority of Convocation, The plea put forward 
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is that, especially in the view of recent judgments, the law should be made clear 


work, has appointed its committees to inquire inte and report upon the rubrics. It 
would not be fair to predict the result ; but, judging from the debates which preceded 
this appointment, it appears unlikely thet any material alteration of the rubrics will 
be made, at least in a Protestant direction. 


The Bill for the abolition of Patronage in the Scottish Kirk has, notwith- 
standing strong opposition, successfully passed its second reading in the Commons. 
Like the Public Worship Regulation Bill, this measure has had the effect of dividing ay 
and splitting up political parties to that extent that well-known names are found in 
the division lists, in extraordinary and unwonted combination, Dr. Cameron, the 
new member for Glasgow, in the course of the debate, affirmed that the Kirk is 
weakest in those parts of Scotland where the congregations already possess the largest 
share of patronage, and also that the future pastors would really bear the burden of 
such compensation as might be accepted by the patrons. It was also warmly argued 
that the Bill could only be acceptable as part and parcel of a larger scheme, and that | 
the Cabinet having stirred in the matter, apart from any pressure from without, | 


were under obligation either to reconstruct or to disestablish the Scottish Church. 
Mr. Gladstone clearly leant to the belief that the Bill would lead to disestablishment, 
and recorded his vote for the adverse amendment moved by Mr. Baxter, Many 
Liberals followed this example ; some abstained from voting ; and othem, like Siz W, at! 


It is matter for regret that the Cabinet should have appeared anxious to hurry - 
through Parliament a measure so important as another Endowed Schools Bil! mast 
inevitably be, without allowing time for its discussion and ample opportunity for 
the elucidation of its provisions, so as, if possible, to refute the serious charges 
which have been alleged against it. Obscurity, indeed, seems to be one of the — 

_ gravest of those charges, and the leading cuily journal affirms of its principal section 
_ hat not one member of Parliament in ten could understand it, evén if shat up in | 
a library for the express purpose, with all available books and papers to assist him. — 
The difficulty arises in part, doubtless, from the fact that this Bill is an amendment ; 
of a Bill passed last year, which itself was an amendment of the Act of 1869. 
Patchwork legislation, or the grafting of one Bill or Act upon another, which is thus 
partly repealed, partly amended, and in part confirmed, is seldom satisfactory, and is ‘ 
certain never to be clear. It may, therefore, well be that the legal effect of sucha : 
Bill, when enacted, might not be what either its advocates or its enemies described. ‘ 
The Liberal party charged upon this measure, in its original form, that it was 
reactionary, a reversal of the ecclesiastical policy of the lest thirty years, and that 
its tendency and aim were to hand over the endowed schools of this country, or the 
great majority of them, to the control and power of the clergy, 0 as to make them 
mere appanages of the hurch, instead of undenominational institutions for the 
educational training of the people, irrespective of party and of creed. This charge 
derived colour from several provisions of the Bill, but its general truth and justice 
were denied by the chtief supporters of the measure. To uninitiated readers it seemed 
as if all trust-deeds relating to these foundations were to be interpreted in a sense 
favourable to the claims of denominational management and teaching, whenever, of 
two possible interpretations, this could be adoj ted. When nought was expressed of the 


| 

before it is sought to be more cheaply and expeditiously enforced. Convocation, | 

therefore, having been authorized by the presemt Government to undertake this 


odium from its interference with vested rights, and the transfer of 
the Charity Commissioners, have likewise called forth animadversion from the 
been 


out being able to master them. As it is now likely to be enacted, therefore, the Bill 
will simply provide for the extinction of the Endowed Schools Commission, and the 
vesting of the powers it exercised in the Charity Com.mission. 


The civil war in Spain pursues, with varying success, its harassing and san- 
guinary course ; but the Governmental forces, and the nation generally, have sus- 


tained a severe loss by the death, before Estella, of General Concha, the able and 


energetic leader of the Republican troops. The Carlists loudly vaunt their successes 
in this action, and they have recently achieved another—namely, the capture of 
Cuenga, a town containing 20,000 inhabitants, and only eighty miles distant from 
Madrid! This reverse is attributed to a dispute between the two commanders who 
were sent to relieve the place, and which prevented their reaching it till the town had 
been taken by the Oarlists. The victors are reported to have committed great atrocities 
on entering the town, plunder-ng and burning many of the houses, shooting prisoners 
of war, decimating the garrison, and committing outrages on the inhabitants. News 
has also reached Madrid that the Carlists have shot, in cold blood, at Olot, in Cata- 


- lonia, 180 prisoners, and the Government has directed a levy upon Carlist property 


to indemnify the families of the sufferers. Meanwhile, Don Carlos himself has 
issued a manifesto to the Spanish people, in which he denies that it is his intention, 
should he gain the throne, to re-establish the Inquisition, and professes that rigour 
has no place in his heart towards any section of his subjects! The Carlist generals, 
it may be noted, retort upon the Republicans the charge of cruelty towards pri- 
soners, although, as it would seem, without adequate foundation. 


Avmides the turmoil of portion in France, and the over-varying phases the 


strife which from day to day are presented to our view by the contending sections of 


the Chamber, ore fact is clear—namely, that Marshal MacMahon is determined to 
maintain, intact and unabridged, the seven years’ term of power conferred on him 
by the Assembly. His recent message to the Chamber leaves no doubt of this, and 


it is now believed that, in any event, a prorogation of the Parliament is near at- 


hand. But very recently, a dread of Bonapartist intrigues seemed to make it likely 


_ that M. Casimir Perier’s Bill, for constituting the future government of France on @— 

definitive Republican basis, would be carried; but that dread has, for the present, 

~ ) presse | away; no ‘immediate danger is apprehended from the Imperialists, and. 
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character of the religious education to be given, or of the religious qualifications of 
' trustees, the Bill provided (or appeared so to do) that the mere mention of the bishop 
as e-visit.r made it a Church school, the pupils of which must be instructed in 
| the Catechism; a conscience clause, however, being provided for the children of 
Nonconformists. Another provision of the Bill, to which exception was taken, 
| declared that the usage of one hundred years should be decisive uf the denominational = 
character and status of any schools affected by the Bill. These main objections to 
| the Bill were argued with great force and vigour. The abolition of the pre- 
vious Commission, which, it is admitted, has done good service, but has incurred 
in the House of Commons, the objections to the other disputed clauses, on both 
sides of the House, became so numerons, that these were at length withdrawn—for 
the present year, at all events—by the Prime Minister, who confessed that he had 
! himself given “ many perplexed hours” to the study of portions of the Bill with- 
Ef 
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the Bill was rejected. The three sections of the Left then agreed to demand ap 
early dissolution of the Assembly, and a motion to that effect was submitted, 
for which there voted 340, and against it 369. The Marshal is reported to 
have declared to an influential Parliamentary deputation that the law which sum- 
moned him to power did not do #0 that he might assume the task, on the one hand, 
of restorifg either the Monarchy or the Empire, or, on the other, of constituting a 


The attempt on the life of the Imperial of 


created great excitement on the Continent, and, notwithstanding the alleged insanity 
of the would-be assassin, and the apparent absence of any conspiracy or plot, it is not 


all quarters on the Chaacellor. The bulletins issued from Kissingen report favour- 
ably of the healing of the Prince's wound ; but he is still prohibited from subjecting 
himself to excitement or fatigue. 


MAN OR BRUTE. 


BY THE REV. DR. ROSEBY, OF DUNEDIN. 
THERE are two theories of human origin, life, and destiny, now wrestling with 
one another for the mastery, and the world is filled with the “confused noise” of 
their irreconcilable antagonism. The one theory expounds the origin of man by 
bringing together the most fittecoid man and most anthropoid ape it can find, 
and declaring the man to be the developed issue of the ape, The other theory 
expounds man’s origin thus: “So God created man in his own image, in the image 
of God created he him.” The one theory teaches man to behold his most approximate 
known ancestor in a hideous brute thus described: * He gives, when first seen, a 


terrific yell, that resounds far and wide through the forest something like kh—ah! 


kh—ah! prolonged and shrill. His enormous jaws are widely spread at each 
expiration, his under lip hangs over the chin, and the hairy ridge and scalp are con- 
tracted upon the brow, presenting an aspect of indescribable ferocity.” The other 
theory teaches man to bow the head and bend the knee, and with blended heart and 
love to say, “Our Father which art in heaven.” The apostle of one theory tells us, 
“TI believe that the attempt to draw a psychical [mental and moral] distinction 
between the animal world and ourselves is futile, and that even the highest faculties 
of feeling and of intellect begin to germinate in lower forms of life ;” by which Dr. 
Huxley means—for it is he whom I quote—that human love is only refined 
animalism ; that the pitiful tenderness of human affections is kindred with brutal 
instinct ; that you may find an undeveloped conscience in a chimpanzee, a dog, a rat, 
an opossum—or, for that matter, in an ascidian ; that religious faith, spiritual wor- 
ship, the principle of righteousness, the beauty of holiness, are only highly developed 
forms of what may be seen in a well-trained dog, or of what exists, though unseen, in 
the reptile at our feet. An apostle of the other theory testifies, “God is love, and 
he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, aund.God in him.” The one theory tells man 
that his belief in virtue, righteousness, saintliness, is developed from the anthropoid 
ape, and stands, therefore, on no better foundation for the man than the monkey ; the 
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scunisive Kepublic, and that to any and all of these projects he himself and his | 
Cabinet would maintain a steadfast and persistent opposition. | 
Ultramontane party, and increased the popularity of Prince Bismarck with the 
German people. Addresses, telegrams, and letters of congratulation pour in from 
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ether theory testifies that virtue, righteousness, holiness, rest in the bosom of God, 
and, as veritics, will endure throughout the ages of His eternity. The one theory 
prides itself on the new argument it has supplied to the “Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals,” and makes sympathy with the brute one of its chief ethical 
results; the other theory bids man bebold his trae kindred in the “ Word” that was 
“ made flesh,” and dwelt among vs, whose was yet “the glory of the 
of the Father, full of grace and truth.” Teens theory dows how our hide? 
with its divine sense of righteousnem, its delicate and beautiful tenderness of feeling, 
its heavenly aspiration—terminates in the dust of death ; or, with a feeling that this 
is too beggarly a conclusion, tries to find some crumbs of comfort in the conception 
of an impersonal posthumous existence, through one’s influence upon the world’s life 
the other theory reads the riddle of man’s being and history thus -— | 
“ "Tis life whereol our views are scant, 
© Life, not Death, for what we pant, 
More Life and fuller, that we want. 


Here sits he shaping wings to fly, 

His heart forebodes a mystery, 

He names the name Eternity.” 

Or, behold that riddle already read in Him who said, “I am the resurrection and the 


life ; he that believeth on me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” 
i. 

Such are the two theories of man’s origin, life, and destiny. 

Now, it is manifest that the tendencies of these two theories must be very 
diverse. The ape theory turns the thought of man backwards upon an ignoble 
ancestry. It is for ever searching for points of 
brute. The meaner, the less i 
the better. It revels im the ugliness, the ignorance, the filth, the ferocity of the 
lowest type of savages it can discover, and its only regret is that it eamnot find a 
type yet lower, that missing link between best gorilla and the worst Bosjesman, 
which will get rid of the awkward fact that the average human brain ie twice as 
large as that of the average gorilla ; that link which will combine the baboon-like 
hideousness of the Hottentot and the mimichumanity of the Troglodyte, so that 
neither man nor monkey will be able to decide to whom or which the nondescript 
belongs. The Christian theory, on the other hand, turns the attention of man in 
very different direction. Instead of sending him to grub in the rubbish heap of 
thing he can find, with the promise that he whose supreme happiness it shall be to 


“Oh, but,” it may be suid, “the trath before all things” I will 
not demy that 
the truth is before all things, bet if truth be of varying degree of importunen, and 
* varying degrees of nobleness, I may be allowed to amend the statement by saying, 


- i 7 west thing in that reeking mass, shall be set apart to receive the Dar. 
i winian crown— instead of this, the Christian theory bids man look upward atid onward. 
Its teaching is, “ Whatevever things are true, whatsoever things are venerable, what 
scever ‘things are just, whatscever things are pare, whatsoever things are lovely, 
| whatsoever things are of good report, if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things.” Its watchword is “Ad meliora.” “ Forgetting the 
mind,” it reaches forth unto “those which are before,” it premes 
towards mark ize of its hi i Thus 
| pit escee prize high calling. the tendencies of these 
IH. 


4 The beat teuth before all things.” Nor do I deem it either unreasonable or inop- 
portane to emphasize this distinction The fact im, the dectsine of Evolutionism in 
our day is invested with a ridiculous and exaggerated importance. It is with many 
the new gospel.of the future. All manner of vague expectations are based on its 
admission into the scientific calendar. The newly canonized doctrine is to be made 
the guardian angel of progress. Bat how? What is there im the affinity between 
man and » chimpanzee that is to regenerate humanity? Why, the better humanity 
is, the more dowbtful becomes this new gospel of its degradation. Let man become 
a better kind of baboon, and the doctrine is true; let man grow into the likeness 
of the Christ of God, and the doctrine is manifestly a lie. Progress means the move- 
ment of the moral world God-wards. How is that movement to be aided by entail- 
ing upon man the inheritance of the gross animalism of the whele brute creation ! 

Assuming the doctrine of Evolution to be within certain limits true, it is net, 
oo far as I cam see, a doctrine worthy of all thiv flourieh of trumpets. There are 
other subjects of far richer results than it. Darwinians complain of want of sym- 
pathy between science and religion. The cause of the estrangement is not far to 
seek. Evolutionists are eecupied with the discovery of links between man and the 
brute— theologians with links between Godand man. There is estrangement there, 
of course—the estrangement between a baner parsuit and a nobler, between the 
mean and the glorious. Prvfessor Huxley: must not wonder if the theologian 
retorts upon his Troglodyism the language which he recently used concerning 
spiritualism : “ The phenomena do not interest me.” 

In itself, indeed, the doctrine, so far from having any noble interest, must be 
intensely repulsive. But it has aequired ‘a degree of interest by its mischievous- 
ness. it is the interest with which we regard a Nana Sahib or « Sullivan. In 
_ itself contemptible, it becomes important from the injury it inflicta. It is interesting 
from the fact that it bereaves us of our Heavenly Father, that it degrades our nature,, 
that it robs us of immortality. Is that a matter over whi ch to become enthusiastic, 


admitting; indeed, the philosophical conception of a first cause? 
: Iv. 


I do not deny—it is perhaps premature either to affirm'or deny—that the 
doctrine of Evolution has in it an element of truth. Within the physical realm 
“descent with modification” has doubtless been proved to exercise considerable 
modifying power. But at the very vestibule of man’s moral nature we take our 
stand, and affirm that that temple is satred. “Ye are God's building.” The 
difference there between man and the brute is not a difference to be scientifically 
estimated at all. The difference is infinite. Mam is not only the creature, but the 
child of God. His soul is a spark of the Divine Fire, a ray of that Light which is 
ineffable and eterual. 
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another should not be tried. We would 
apply to methods what our blessed Lord said 
of cities: “ When they persecute you in one 
city, flee ye to another.”~ When one channel 
for communicating the Gospel is closed, do 
not force an opening, but use another channel ; 
and truly, before all the inexhaustible 
channels of God’s bounty are tried, the bless- 
ing or the judgment will have come. We 
believe that in quarters where ecclesiastical 
or other divisions have not stirred up 
“ hornets’ nests,” and for the time grieved 
the Spirit of God, there is a sincere desire of 
quickening. The word Réveil is in very fre- 
quent use ; but the strange terror of “ inno- 

ion,” of “undue excitement,” and, above 
all, of anything “ outlandish,” any English or 
American “method,” would be ridiculous 
were it not deeply humbling and painful. 
Religious journals of almost every shade 
admit articles expressive of this terror. 
There could scarcely be a more fearful 
symptom were it universal, inasmuch as it 
creates chimerical fears of the Lord’s appointed 
means of healing, and substitutes Naaman’s 
“ Behold, J thought,” for the simple remedy 
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will be blessed and assimilated to the national 
character. The great cry is 


Old Catholic movement in France disappoint- 
ment has also fallen. In Geneva the false 
position of Father Hyacinthe is beginning to 
be understood by all parties ; chosen by an 
impassioned multitude who thought to get 
rid of the Ultramontanes and tread over him, 


is a gloomy fact. A journal gives the 
annual rate in Paris. In 1822 the number 
was about 200 ; in 1834 it rose to 700 in 
the capital (out of 900 for the whole of 
France) ; in 1850, to 2,000 ; and, after dimi- 
nishing awhile, it rose, in 1860, to 3,000, and 
now it is found to be above 4,000! The 
public-houses are estimated at above 400,000 
in France. There are two societies insti- 
tuted in Paris to combat intemperance ; one 


is a\ temperance society, and the other for —. 


total abstinenee. 
ULTRAMONTANE PROCEEDINGS. 
The month of July is reported by the 
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FRANCE. 
(From our own Correspondent. } | indicated by the Lord’s servants, and for the 
Paris, July 17, 1874. same reasons. It is not universal, however ; 
| RATIONAL PROSPECTS AND RELIGIOUS LIF. | there are thousands in France who have no 
Uncertainty still keeps France in anguish. such fears, just because they long to be healed 
The Marshal President sends his message to | and uickened, and in their hands any method 
| THE DEARTH OF PASTORS. 
| Many posts are unoccupied, and pastors 
_retire from the pastorate to enter into other 
= Various reasons are given for this; 
‘upon many. The Synod of the = 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
rable corner 0 ries; and | 
here and there a hat is knocked off or a | 
whiff of tobacco-smoke is resented on the ; 
passage of the wafer-host. Still, we are more | assuring the faithful that the illegal elections 
| than ever convinced that the difficulties in | are owing to misunderstandings easily cleared 
| ; France are scarcely from without. We have | up, and that the good sense of the Protestant 
often wondered that when one method failed | people will rectify all when they are dis- 
abused. On those who hoped much from the 
‘ as over a bridge, to Freethinking, he is 
| beginning to suffer from the consequences, 
,3 and uses his manly strength with noble in- 
:} tentions, but, we fear, to little purpose. The 
? INCREASING NUMBER OF SUICIDES 
‘ 


j 

a arm in 
We knew a case, not long ago, in 
ich a school-boy threw a stone in a country 


Happily, proof sufficient was 
brought forward to exculpate them. But it 


showed what malignant party spirit can do. 
Jesus, and that of 
Mary, bid fair to become the new channel of 
materialistic superstition, and the parading, 
i crowning of images of the 
Virgin Mary, the order of the day. . 
SPIRITUAL ASPIRATIONS, 


255 


That these things can find an echo in the 
popular feeling, is owing both to ignorance of | 
the truth and yearning for something beyond | 
this visible, passing world. And this calls 
more and more upon Christians who enjoy a 
fuller light, an open Bible, and a living, 
mighty Saviour, to spread the truth even 
more abundantly in France. 

We all know of the yearning, but few are 
aware to what extent the people are prepared 


the 


y- to be attaining a new 
life of self-abasement, and of victory through 
faith in the promised power of God. Special 
meetings for mutual encouragement in Chris- 
tian life and for prayer are held weekly, in 
addition to those already held in Paris. 

The number of departed brethren has 
again been increased. Pastor Grandpierre, 
for so many years President of the Paris Con- 
sistory, entered into his rest at Arlesheim, 
near Basle, at the age of 75. . 


GERMANY. 


[From our own Currespondent. } 
——, Prussia, July 20, 1874. 

THE DISTRICT 
In ull the old provinces of Prassia the dis- 
trict synods were assembled during the last 
_ days of the past month, Their sessions only 
lasted two days, so there was not much time 
to turn to other questions than those which 


duties imposed on the synods by the Church 
Government were—first, to elect the deputies 
to the provincial synods ; secondly, to answer 
the questions relative to civil marriage. The 
elections to the provincial synods were such 
that a majority of men who have the well- 
being of the Church at heart seems secured. 
Certainly, the so-called “ Liberals ” have also 
obtained a number of seats ; but as long 
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Ultramontanists as hopeful in pilgrimages— to hear the simple Gospel. It is not in vain 
hopefal “for repentance, as last year was | that millions of tracts and Scripture portions { 
hepeful in faith ! They are extensively | have been circulated in Paris and France. _ 
advertised on the walls of Paris, but do not The seed is sown, and the reapers are called ; 
seem to take any hold on the Parisian popa- for. The noisy journalists and freethinkers 1: 
lation. The Roman Catholics are, however,|who daily poison the public with their ' 
working most diligently, and gaining infla- | ignoble fictiona, are not the genuine repre- ; 
ence, by the philanthropic and moral side of ' 
their organized societies, over many who in 
nowise could be reached by the superstitions. : 
of priesteraft. There is a Roman Catholic | i) 
committee organized, in branch committees, . 
all over France, to defend the “Church,” | 
every time she is falsely blamed and attacked | 
| 
remain empty, and chapels and meetings 
are not attended, the fault is thrown on the 
people ! 
While all this turmoil is distracting other ‘ 
minds, there are those in increasing numbers +P 
_who are looking up for daily, hourly grace, 5 8 
moult injuring i. During the night it was and taking up the work which the Lord sets Te 
demolished, and the boy and schoolmaster, | before them, do it with that simple trust a 
being Protestants, had to appear under the which is always honoured and blest. The AR 
accusation of having maliciously destroyed remarkable impetus some of these have re- t 
ceived by Mr. and Mrs. Pearsall Siith’s short 
with his Spirit; self-examination and self- ry 
condemnation being the first results, and, 
above all, distrust of self, and trust in Jesus : 
| 
| 
| 
7 


63,658,984 5,705,007 Catholic Church, nor 
* From the New York Independent. ) 
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Imprisoned about the beginning of 1672 : 
Gawriel Balaban and Agapa Muackowa, the 


to several villages in the district of Tarash- 


FR F 


although he had several conferences with the 
writer of this, and made bimself familiar with 
the facts, which he tranamitted to St. Peters- 
burg, yet the memorial was politely returned, 
and is in the possession of one of the friends 


imprisoned co-religionists. One of these was 
the Baron de Rosen, Grand Master of the 


CHRISTENDOM. 


legal proceedings to be observed in thi 
I also addressed a letter to the Governor- 


tion. It secs tue Bapsists are called “ Stun- 
dists” in Russia. I am very happy, dear 


future in the quiet exercise of their faith, on 
the condition of abstaining from proselytism. 
With the best wishes for your welfare, be- 
lieve me, dear Sir, yours most sincerely, 
(Baron) Auprew Rosex, 
Hon. Edward Y: 
Washington, Amen 


The Prince Dondonkoff-Korsakoff, Governor- 
General of Kiev, to the Baron de Rosen, 
[Translation. 
| Monsieur le Baron,—In delaying to an- 
swer your answer, | intended to give you all 
the details I could obtain on the question 
which seems to interest you. | 
The enclosed memorandum will give you 
some light on the subject, and you will see 
therefrom that the cases concerning the sec- 
tarians emanate from action by the judiciary, 


} 


latter a woman. letter from the Baron (written in English), 
middle of 1872: Klien Tereshtcheck, Ivan | General of Kiev (translated from the French), 
Kabeugnk, Fakein Bjeldisoldat, Jakow Kowal, and a memorandum (translated from the Rus- 
Artem Bodgamisky, Kost Simnetakenko, Ivan sian), which have just been received by the 
Ssarrootky, Gawriel Lyssrooteky, Pawlo Zo- | person above alluded to, will afford lively 
bulky, Jossif Tashkeniteh, and Tekna Bog- satisfaction to those of every denomination in 
ee All the above belong | this country who are friends of religions 
| 
| favoured me, gave me greatest 
I send you my best thanks 
| 
| 
| Genera of Kiev, Prince Dondonkoff-Korse- 
koff, claiming his good offices for the libera- 
were also tied to a post. bos these poor men. I did not answer 
your letter before I got one from Prince Don- 
donkoff. Now I have received it and send it 
you, witha mote in Russian, which afirms 
that twelve of the prisoners have already been 
| released. One of the men, named Balaban, 
has been sent to Cherson for further examina- 
Sir, to give you this good news, and to ex- 
mittee appointed, with the Rev. Dr. Samson | press once more, with Prince Dondonkoff, the 
as chairman, who presented a memorial | certitude that the Baptists will rerbain for the 
the Russian Minister, and also an able and 
exhaustive argument on the subject, Al- 
though the Baron d’Offenberg is a Protestant, 
and sympathizes with the movement, and | 
of the movement. 
A Baptist had been in St. Petersburg 
under favourable circumstances, and was on 
intimate terms with two members of the Im- 
perial family, and with several princes and 
nobles in high official position. To several 
of these he privately wrote, asking for the 
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The annual Dedication Festival has late! The “high cele- 
the had not actually commenced. i 
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religious significance, this is a remarkable | fraternity can satisfy themselves with the 
phenomenon in an intellectual and social | merest drivel in accounting for a movement 
point of view. There must be a remarkable which has exercised an unprecedented infin- 
power in any set of songs that acquire so wide | ence in so many quarters. They ascribe it to 
and so sudden a popularity. Nothing can what they call “ comic religion.” Comic reli- 
be more ailly or pee Ba ede y in gion! as if any quantity of the comic could 
which such papers as the Saturday Review wove men's hearts as they have been moved by 
treat a “Jesus of Nazareth passeth by,” or by “Safe 
this. In literary and scientific point of | in the arms of Jesus."—Profesor W. G. 
view, such writers astonish us. It is humili- | 
ating to think that members of 


PERSIA. 

The following interesting paragraphs are from two letters lately received from the Rev. 
Robert Brace, dated Julfa, Ispahan, 31st of March and 28th of April :-— 

“T do not think that a school of 150 boys in good order, includiig six Mohammedans, 
all studying Scripture in the midst of a Mohammedan land, is to be despised or lightly 
abandoned. It has been forced to the present 

our 


has been requesting it for weeks) because he has n>t strength to bear persecution, moved me 
deeply. I really do not feel quite sure that [ am right, though I still do so. God forgive 
me if 1 am wrong. Nothing but a Pentecostal outpouring of the Spirit can enable such 
inquirers as we now have to take up the cross, i 


“Last Sunday we had twenty-five Armenians and Persians (seven of the latter) at 
morning prayers in Persian. Two things, un@er God, have helped us. Oue, the iafluence 
the famine money has given me here, and the number of friends I have in fhe town; and 
the other, the very retired and good position of our mission-house. The number of Mohass- 
inedan boys in our school is steadily increasing ; we had three new ones entered this month. 
~ As an instance of what Mr. Coan (the American missionary) said of our being here being — 
itself a witness for Christ, a Persian gentleman called upon me, and was talking of the 
coming of Mehdee, who, all the Persian orthodox say, is to come before the end, and he said 
the signs of his coming being near were being fulfilled according to their traditions. I said, 
* What signs f ‘Well,’ be said, * your being here is one of them. I said, ‘Why, what am 
I doing, sitting at ease in my house at Julfaf? He replied, ‘ ee ee Eon 
you are sitting there.’ ” 

INDIA. 

The last annual report of the Calcutta Church Missionary Association says : “ Amongst 
the thousands who have in heart broken with Hinduism, there is an endless variety of reli- 
gious tone and sentiment. ... The most advanced of this interesting body are, without 
doubt, standing on the very threshold of the kingdom. They believe all the cardinal doc- 
trines of the Gospel, fancy they are clinging to Christ in their hearts, and certainly acknow- 
ledge no other means of salvation ; but, sad to say, they stop short of the final step. The 
fear of man, which bringeth a snare, keeps them back. They would confess Christ if they 
dared. They believe in His cross, but will not take up their own cross and follow Him. 
Here is an extract from the letter of one such borderer. Years ago, he lived in Calcutta, 
and whilst here came to believe in Christ, Long has he been kicking against the pricks ; 
confess the Saviour in His appointed ordinance ; bat he bas hitherto hung beck. He writes, 
‘Tam always very thankful'to you for your kind exertions to save m my soul from eternal 
ruin} I thought that this time I would be atle positively to give you the time when I 
would take the long-wished-for step, but I am sorry'to inform you that wy weakness pre- 


' 
7 
| 
4 
4 
mixed Persians and Armenians last Sunday, when I preached to them on the Lord’s Supper. ; 
And the tears of old Karaman Beg, when I refused to administer the Sacrament to him (he | 
or that longer wal Walled. in the meanume, OM, lel us Che His 4 
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may not come to me at all; but what shall Ido? I have been delaying for a long time to 

confess openly the Saviour, to whom alone I look up for salvation, I need nothing to be 

convinced that I am doing wrong, and yet I cannot go up boldly to you to recei 

Only the other day we had.a long conversation with a native gentleman of wealth and 
ith ing for the bar in England. The father has 

his wife are believers in Christ. Every day he gathers his 

family around him, and reads with them the Word of Life. But with him, too, alas! 


The death of Dr. Francis Mason, at the age of seventy-five, is (says the Freeman) an 
event in missionary annals. Dr. Mason was born in York, bis grandfather, whuse name he 
inherited, being a Baptist minister in Yorkshire, and his father, Thomas Mason, a preacher 
from time to time to the same congregation. When be was nineteen years of age, in the 
year 1818, an uncle in America offered to pay bis passage to that country. He accepted 
the offer, and landed in Philadelphia in May, 1818—exactly twelve years before he left it 
again to commence his life-work among the heathen. His uncle dying, he was left a stranger 
alone, and became a kind of travelling shoemaker, cherishing sceptical views which neverthe- 
less made him feel uneasy. At last, through the faithful advice of Christian friends, the 
gentle influence of his wife, and the reading of “ Butler's Analogy,” his views were changed, 
and in 1826 he made a profession of faith in Christ, and at once desired to become a mis- 
sionary, He set himself at once to study in preparation for this work ; and in 1830 he 
sailed with his wife to Caleutta, whence they procesded to aid Mr. Boardman in gathering 
the first harvest of Karen disciples. It is related that at this time the esrlier missionary, 
Boardman, nearing the gates of the heavenly Jerusal-m, was carried out into the wilderness “ 
three days’ journey, to receive candidates and baptize them into the name of the Holy 
Trinity. At this juncture Mr. Mason arrived to perform the delightful service which his 
elder brother was too feeble to discharge. And there, amid the wild scenery of the Karen 

_ hills, with a few wondering heathen., the young missionary inaugurated his work by baptizing 
~~‘ thirty-four Karens, among the first-truits of that people to Christ, The weary apostle of 
the nation looked on with atwiring eves, his countenance glowing with devout satisfaction. Se 
Directly afterwards, the company left the hallowed spot, on their return ; but God had taken 
his servant to himself, and with vse songs of Christian triamph was mingled the voice of ‘ 
his requiem. For twenty-two years tic. Mason laboured among the Karens at Tavoy, daring _ 
which time he translated the New Testament and issued it from the press. The printing of _ 
the whole Bible in Karen was finished in 1853: The indefatigable missionary afterwards went 


Burmese, Pali, and Sanscrit. He also contributed two valuable works relating to the natural 

history and ethnology of Farther India. In 2859, be put! to poem the work eetitied 
‘Tenasserim ; or, Notes on the Fauna, Flora, Minerals, and Nations of British Burmah and 

Pegu ;’ and in 1860 he published another volume, entitled ‘Burmah: its People and 

Natural “Productions.” Sir J, D. Hooker says of the first of these works, F. Mason, pp, 

has made the most valuable addigjon to the history of the fauna and flora of British Burmah 


~ 


of those who hold that baptism is merely an outward 
yet such is my weakness that I cannot make 
u my mind to sacrifice « little earthly comfort for its sake. I am fully aware that I am 
wate mg course. and that if I wait and delay for a ‘convenient “ time, that time 
baptism is the boundary he cannot pass.” | 
BURMA. 
© FOUNRO, and, as the resuit of ten years labour, of himself and helpers, more than six thousand 
converts had been baptized ; and the churches numbered a hundred and twenty-six, Dr. Mason 
made many journeys among new tribes, studied their dialects, and became familiar with 
their customs and history, that he might introduce to them the Gospel of Jesus Christ.. In 
an obituary notice of this honoured missionary we read that “Dr, Mason was a man of 
quick apprehension and great vigour of understanding. He was a mathematician, nato- 
ralist, linguist, and theologian. By his linguistic powers, and his ardour and success as a 
- naturalist, he perpetually reminds us of Dr. William Carey, They were, in many respects, 
alike, and they have alike left, in the literature of India, and the enduring history of 
Christian work, glorious and most honourable monuments of their labours. Besides his two 
Karen versions of. the Scriptures, Sgau and Pwo, both of which he revised subsequently to 
their first publication, he prepared a Pali grammar, with chrestomathy and vocabulary, and 
an edition, in the Pali language. of Kachchavano’s Grammar hesides translations f-- 
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of any man of modern times.’ His collections for this work began with a view to make his 
translation of the Karen Scriptares more intelligible and accurate. The publication of this 
book secured his election as a member of the Royal Asiatic Society.” 


CHINA. 
Dr. Galt, the Church Missionary Society’s medical missionary at Hangchow, thus 
describes the work at an “Opium Refuge” opened there this year: “It has now been open 
for about a fortnight ; there are six opium patients in, and five others promise to come in a 
few days ; our present arrangements allowing us to take in twenty euch cases, 
these there is accommodation for four or five general cases, a room for 
assembling in, which also serves as a chapel ; a dispensary, assistants’ and 
Within this week there have been four ications from 80, 
succeeds, we may be led to erect a separate building, to enable us to take them 
a great many opium-smoking husbands have opium-smoking wives, it is little use gi 
a chance without the other. The most of the regulations we have are what the 


found to be best in the hospital at Ningpo, one of them being a charge of two dollars, pre- 
paid, as an earnest of their sincerity and good behaviour, and there is usually no difficulty 
about it. The dispensary is open for out-patients two days a-week ; and it has been 
arranged that the catechist S——, or Mr. Moule, or Mr. Elwin, will come and address them 
while they are waiting to be examined. A considerable number of those who come at pre- 
sent are chronic cases, for which very little can be done; but there is also a portion of 
other caseggitat receive marked benefit, a good number Wf which are eye cases. Two opera- 
tions only, of any importance, have been performed during the year, one of which was 


for 
fistula, the success of which was the more marked as several native practitioners. ven 
him up. We are very glad to have received the assistance of a native, of the name of 
Pin, to dispense the medicine and act as resident physician. He is a member of one of the 
ires to be useful, spiritually as well as medically. In con- 


E 


The Rev. Dr. Williamson, of the United Presbyterian Mission, writes from Cheefoo, in 
the north of China: “Things are moving on very quietly, but I feel certain that the in- 
fluence of missionary work is increasing, and telling more and more every month. We have 
no applicants just now, and the attendance at the hospital is less than it has been ; but our 
American brethren are rejoicing in unparalleled success. There has been a great awakening 
at a city called Tsi-mi, 130 miles or so south by west of Chefoo. Last month there were 
160 persons baptized, and there were about 200 more applicants. The greater part of these 
“people belonged to an old religion, called the ‘ Religion without a name,’ which prevails 
_more or less all over China. Its peculiarity is that its adherents do not worship idols, but 
practise virtue, assist each other, and expect a future prophet or deliverer. They are .a 
secret society, have a password, have often been persecuted by the Government. There 
is some danger that the present desire to embrace Christianity is to secure a semblance of 
foreign protection ; but they will be well informed of the fallacy of this, and we all hope 
the turning to the Lord is a genuine movement. The work here is just like the tide at 
flow ; you its advance. Sometimes it apparently recedes, and then it 
all the time, whatever its appearance, there is a steady, irre- 
sistible progress onward.” 

NEW GUINEA, 
The Rev. A. W. Murray, of the London Missionary Society, towards the close of last 
year, made a voyage from Cape York to the Malay portion of New Guinea, accompanied by 
several Rarotongan teachers, whom he was desirous of stationing among friendly natives, 
This, i his voyage, was at length accomplished, and under circumstances 


| 
| | 
| 
ducting prayers he reads the lesson, and usually adds a short address, very clear and to the 
F 2 point, I think, as far as I am able to follow him.” In a later letter Dr. Galt mentions that 
twenty-three patients had been discharged, cured of the effects of opium-smoking. 
of much promise for tl ature. Port Moresby, are the teachers were landec a 
spacious bay. It faces the south-east, and is open to the sea for some seven or eight miles, t 
when it takes a bend towards the west, and forms the inner harbour, which Captain Moresby : 
| named Fairfax Harbour. The localities selected are, according to native report, healthy ; | 
and engagements have been entered into by the chiefs for the protection of the lives and ' 
property of these messengers of mercy. Mr. Murray writes :— q 
“eon entering, the villegn, temed ont, two, villages, came. in | 


from the heads about three and a-half or four milea. These we found 
and Elevara, with parties belonging to which the teachers had had imtercoume 
Manumanu.. We anchored opposite Anuapsta, which name signifies ‘ great lend.” 
after getting to anchor, we proceeded in towards the shore in our boat. As 
the beach, the place seemed deserted. We saw only empty houses. At length 


tion. From the women-the-teachers’ wives received a most cordial greeting, and 
the time we remained on shore, about three hours, they were surrounded by wondering 
delighted groups, and were kept talking incessantly. The language here is 
Manumanu, so they were able to understand and be understood. It added 
aleo, that some of the women whom they met bere they had known at Manumann., 

“J found that there are three chiefs—two, Ila and Kupa, belonging to Annapata, and 
one, Eni, who is leading man, in Elevara. With these we had a formal interview in the 
presence of crowds of listenera, It was an immense advantage on this occasion that we 
could thake ourselves clearly understood. Rau, one of the teachers, has got a surprising 
hoki of the language, considering the shortness of the time that he and his fellow-labourers 
were at Manumanu. The object of our visit was stated to the chiefs and people, and the 
nature of our errand explained as clearly as we were able, and to my question whetber 
they wished the teacher to remain among them, they answered emphatically, and without 
hesitation, that such was their wish. This was no new idea to them, as parties had met the 
teachers at Manumanu, and urged them to remove to their land, on the ground that it is free 
from fever and ague, and—mosquitoes ! 

“T proposed the questions we are accustomed to put on such occasions as to the treat- 
ment of teachers, giving them land on which to build, assisting them with food, ete, to all 
of which satisfactory replies were given. After this interview, I looked all round the place, 
and satisfied myself that, in as far as one can judge from appearances, there is everything to 
encourage hope and confirm the report of the natives, that itis free from fever and 
We then retarned to the ship, and there I consulted the teachers, and found that thei 
epinion was the same as my own. They were entirely satisfied with all they hal seen and 
heard, and felt no hesitation as to the propriety of their remaining at Anuapata and 
Elevara. So this was resolved upon ; and it was arranged that Anedera and ‘his wife, and 
Rau, should occupy Anuapata, and Ruatoka and his wife, and Eneri, should be at Elevara ; 
and on the following day, Wednesday, November 26, they left the ship and took up their 
abode in their new homes.” 7 : 

We now insert a brief notice, by Mr. Murray, of the physical appearance of the people 
inhabiting that portion of the mainland referred to above:— _ * 

“The people in and about Port Moresby are, in every respect, similar to those of 
Manumaanu, and their houses also are of the same character. They are a mild, gentle race. 


bearing furnish a marked contrast to those of their less favoured sisters. Here they seem 
to hold their own, and perhaps a little beyond that sometimes. All look remarkably 
healthy, though I expect they are pretty short of food at times. It is probable they have 
long droughts occasionally, and, as we have seen, the sail is, to a great extent, unproductive. 
Fish must be abundant, and there is a species of kangaroo in the bush, and also wild hogs, 
which the natives manage to capture. 

“Two of the chiefs and a number of the people went imto the bush on the day 
after we arrived, to seek food for the teachers, and they had not returned when we left, s0 
I did not see so much of them as I had wished. However, I think there is good ‘reason to 
hope that they will be feithful te their engagement, and that the teechers and their wives 
will be kindly treated. May the Master whom they serve have them in His safe and holy 
_ keeping! They will, of course, have difficulties and trials, neither few nor small ; but He 


j 


Generally, they are below the average height, and they are slender in proportion. They 
have pleasing countenances, and are so light-coloured that many of then might be mistaken 
for Samoans. The women are profusely tattooed, the. men slightly so, but many of these, 
especially young men, paint and otherwise ornament themselves. Both young and old are 
excessively fond of beads, just as the Samoans were when we began our labours among them. 
Black paint is used in token of mourning, as it is in the New Hebrides and elsewhere, The 
women here occupy a very different position to what they do among the dark races. -They 
seem to be treated as the equals of the other sex, and, in consequence, their appearance and 
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cah-make all grace to abound towards them, and so, I trast, He will. To Him I com 
is followers who desire to see New Guinea added to His wide domain, 
and on behalf of all connected with our mission, ‘ Brethren, pray for 


| LABRADOR. 
ship Harmony has, for the 104th time, set out on her annual voyage to Labrador, 


Missionaries as passengers. There was a meeting held on board previously, when 


delivered addresses, The meeting was concluded by prayer offered 
by the singing of a hymn. The Harmony and a amall schooner are the 
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RELIGIOUS PERSECUTIONS IN TURKRY. 

The attention of the British Organization of the Alliance has been specially directed 
this month to the cases of religious persecution at Marash and Damascus. The following 
statement and argument on the subject have been supplied by the eminent Diplomatist 
to whom the friends of religious liberty throughout the world are so greatly indebted for 
the substantial services he has rendered in that cause, both as Her Majesty's representative 
at the Porte, ani in his place in the British Parliament. 


The Mussulman system of government and international policy is founded upon the 
duty of asserting, without compromise, the tenets of Islam. According to those tenets, every 
_ nation which did not profess them was to be viewed by all true believers in the light of an — 


Turkish empire being Mohammedan, it was, of course, administered upon these exclusive 
principles, nor did they undergo any avowed modification, until, in the sixteenth century, 
Suleiman the Magnificent felt that a term was put to his conquests, and that, if he wished 
to secure his existing empire, he must condescend to make treaties with some, ut least, of 
his Christian neighbours. During the succeeding reigns, decline was in general the charac- 
teristic of the empire. Its chief symptoms were unsucceseful wars, a diminishing popula- 
tion, a debased currency, unsettled government, an unruly militia, corruption in every 
branch of administration ; and, with all these evils, the nations of Christendom and the 
Christian subjects of the Porte increasing in numbers, and improving their resources from 
day today. This state of things, with some occasional fluctuations, continued to the time, 
now about half a century ago,-when Sultan Mahmoud put down all opposition to his autho- 
rity in the provinces, crushed the whole body of Janissaries, raised a regular army, and 
entered upon a system of reform which tended to bring his empire into closer and more 
harmonious relation with the Powers of Christendom. Turkey, after this approach to 
Western civilization, stood no longer on its own internal strength,.and the exclusive fama- 
ticism: of its dominant pepulation, but leaned for support on other countries whose political 
or commercial interests created a wish for its continued maintenance. There was a necessity 
in this change of attitude. Sultan Mahmoud had strengthened his authority at liome, but 
he had:lest: ground abroad, not only in credit, but in actual territory. Even within the 
limita of bis empire Egypt had become an independent pashalic, and Greece an independent = —__ 
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in the Crimean war, when the armaments of England and France 


: 


FE 


Long before the Crimean war, the 
subject of religious liberty within his dominions, in the following terms : “ Henceforward, 
neither shall Christianity be insulted in my dominions, nor shall Christians be in any way 


in our views, and virtually at least in the Porte’s concession. What would have been the 
use of saving a convert from decapitation, if he had-been Jeft exposed to perpetual imprison- 
ment, or to any other mode of cruel persecution ? 

Returning to the more explicit terms of the Hatti-Humayoun, would the lowest senti- 
ment of humanity be satisfied with any assurance, however positive, when hedged round 
with declarations of non-interference on the part of those to whom the assurance had been 
given? It is surely evident that some responsibility of an efficient kind is necessary in & 
country where law has been founded on an exclusive, uncompromising principle of religious 
faith and government uniformly exercised in obedience to such a law, where the people in 
inclined to sympathize with the fanatics. : 

If the Turkish functionaries, and especially those at a distance from the seat of Govern- 
ment, be not made to feel that responsibility, the proclamation’ and the treaty can only be 
considered as illusions, and worse than illusions, as snares to the conscientious inquirers into 
religious truth. Without responsibility well brought home, there is no security either 
for the concession or for the convert. Granted, that care must be taken to prevent abuse on 
the side of the accused as well as on that of the magistrate ; but let it be remembered that 
the bands in which power is lodged have most need of restraint. 


The preceding sentencte ‘have mace perpor then 
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-Stract argument into appropriate words, A cate to which they are applicable actually exists 


of the Porte’s relations with Christendom, and of its internal . 


co- 
in 
in an article of 
record was not 
our present intima tance Wi 4 
engage with honour or consistency to defend the dominions of another, in which the pro- 
vincial magistrates are virtually left at liberty to persecute on false pretences any individual 
who from conscientious conviction exchanges the faith of Mohammed for that of Christ! 
How, most of all, could England be expected to pledge the hard-earned profits of her 
industry, and the precious lives of her soldier, for a Government acting on such prejudices, 
and, what is worse, proclaiming at the same time and pledging its good faith to the carrying 
as a all the circumstances into account, it is 
observance of the concessions announced therein being tacitly reserved on previous 
necessary grounds. The several clauses of the proclamation, even to the wording, were 
worked into their ultimate form at a Conference held in the British Embassy House, at 
Constantinople, the workmen being the representatives of England, France, and Austria, on 
one side, and two Ottoman Ministers, with a Greek Prince, on the other. The public 
instrument was no doubt freely adopted by the Porte, but it was not the less a matter of 
agreement between the Western and the Eastern, the Christian and the Islamite community 
of that period. 
persecuted for their religion.” The point immediately in question was the capital _ 
ment of individuals who had professed Islamism, and subsequently returned to their original 
faith, but the broader principle of renouncing persecution on religious grounds had its place 
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in Syria at the present moment. Converts to Christianity have been thrown into prison and 


cruelly treated, for no other apparent reason than their change of religion. tations 
of a friendly nature have been made at 


every offence but that of exercising their pro- 
say that their sufferings constitute a criminal 
dishonour on the Imperial Government, and dis 
credit on the ally who hesitates to insist with effective urgency on their release, It is easen- 
tial to the great religious concession made by the Sultaa to his subjects and his allies that it 
be kept up to its full breadth and constant practice. The words of the Hatti-Scheriff are, 
“ As all forms of religion are and shall be freely exercised in the Ottoman dominions, no 


subject of his Majesty the Sultan shall be hindered in the exercise of the religion that he 
professes, nor shall be in any way molested on this account. No one shall be compelled to 
change his religion.” Let it be remembered that as characters and relative positions lie open 


ng to withdraw our guaranty 
unless the Porte was prepared to redeem thore pledges by which alone she had obtained the 
confidence and prospective support of Christendom. 


~ "The correspondence on this subject, and the report of the action taken by the Council, 
will be read with deep interest. Although some amelioration in the condition of the 


| CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. conscripts to Constantinople, where, although 
At the meeting of Council held on the | the mere fact of their being Christians does 
the following | not entitle them to exemption from military 
service, Sir Henry Elliot considers that there 
. | will be a better prospect of obtaining their 
-“Sir,—I am directed the Earl of | good treatment, and possibly their discha 


Derby to acknowledge the receipt of your “T am, Sir, - 
letter of the 13th inst, together with its; “Your most obedient, humble servant, 
enclosure, respecting a fresh case of religious (Signed)  “Tewnrerpen. 


persecution which is alleged to have occurred | “ The Secretary to the Evangelical 
recently at Marash, and I am to state to you, | Alliance.” 
in reply, that a copy of your letter has been! The Secretary reported that letters had 
sent to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Con-| since been received from Damascus and 
stantinople, who has been requested to call | Marash ; the former, dated June 10, stat- 


upon Her Majesty’s Consul at Aleppo for a | ing that no alteration had been made in the 


report upon this case. state of the ipts ; there was reason to 
“T am, Sir, fear that men were about to be sent into 

“Your most obedient, humble servant, the interior; the latter, dated “ Marash, May 
(Signed) “Teyrerpex.” (| 18,” communicating that Mustapha and his 


“ Foreign Office, June 24,1874. | son were retained in a village about three 
“Sir,—With reference to previous corre- |‘hours out from Aleppo; that the daughter 
ence, I am directed by the Earl of | and her two brothers had been taken from 
to inform you that a despatch has | their mother, by order of the Governor-Gene- 


been received from Her Majesty's Ambassador | ral of Aleppo, and placed with one of the 


most bigoted families in Marash ; and that the 


next morning the mother had been removed 


to Aleppo. | 
The substance of these letters had been 


7 


—— 


prison and still expeset+to worse treatment. Supposing it to be true, as declared by de- : | 
to frequent whenever an agreement or understanding has to be acted upon in the teeth 
of prejudices on the one hand, and in the apprehension of abuses on the other, negligence in 
the outset, though exceptional, is apt to harden into indifference, and to end in uttet forget- 
fulness of the duty at stake. 
If the desired urgency were pushed to the last extremity, a question of comparative evils 
misht natarally be mooted, to the prejudice of persecuted converts. But no such extremity | 
is required. Far short of it would be the exercise of a right already existing, in virtue of | 
oppressed converts has been obtained, much remains to be done before full protection is 
obtained for the Christian subjects of the} Porte, according to the Sultan’s express engage- 
ments with European Powers. | 
at Constantinople, stating that the sews 
Visier has, in accordance with a request | [a | 
made by his Excellency, consented to give | 
orders for the removal of the Anssiryeh | 
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comm unicated to the Earl of Derby, with the 
following letter accompanying it :-— 
“ Evangelical Alliance, 
“7, Adam Street, Strand, 
“ London, June 26, 1874. 

“ My Lord,—I beg to thank your lordship 
for the letter of the 19th inst., informing me 
that on the subject of a fresh case of religious 


_ “ Allow me, on behalf of the Council of this 
Alliance, again to thank your lordship for 
the valuable services rendered on behalf of 
these suffering Christians. I solicit, with a 


- confidence inspired by the past efforts of Her 


Majesty's Government, their persevering de- 
termination to obtain full and uninterrupted 
liberty for the Christian subjects of the Porte, 
to whom that liberty has been solemnly con- 
ceded, both by the declaration of the Sultan 
made to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Con- 
stantinople, and by the treaty to which Eng- 
land and other Chaistian Powers were parties. 


I venture to hope that the strong representa- 
tions already made to the Porte, and the deep 


Christian faith, professed largely in her own 
empire, as well as throughout Europe and 
vlsewhere, are cireumstances which it is hoped 
Her Majesty's Government will not fail to 


impress upon the Porte, as not only calling 
for grave remonsirance, but as being intoler- 


x 


. (Aqgest 1, 16 
able to those Christian Powers whose con- 


(@Bigned) “James Davis. 
“The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby.” 
To which the following reply had been re- 


Constantinople, July 9, 1874. 
Dear Brethren,—You have received in- 
formation of the arrest and eruel treatment of 
a Turk, his son—a youth of seventeen years of 
age—and his wife, who in Marash, in North- 


ern Syria, have lately declared themselves 


Christians, in a public manner. The circum, 
stances of this case being such as to make it 
an unequivocal test of the policy of the Turk- 
ish Government in regard to the maintenance 
of its guaranties heretofore given in favour of 
religious liberty, the Turkish Branch of the 
Evangelical Alliance, through the undersigned, 
as a special committee, desires to lay before 
the Council of the British Organization a con- 
nected statement of the facts, and inveke 
attention to the violation of the solemn 
pledges of the Sultan by the Turkish autho- 
rities. 
You have already learned that the above- 
mentioned persons, Mustapba, Ali, and Rosie, 
were brought forcibly to Constantinople, put 
in separate places of confinement, and after- 
wards taken under guard toSmyrna. A nar- 
rative of the events following the attendance 
-of the father and son at one of the Protestant. 
Armenian churches in Marash, hes 
written by Mustapha, and sent to us from 
Smyrna. This statement, which is confiamed 
to us from other sources of information, we 
give in his own words :-— : 

“Qn May 3 (Sunday) a company of the. 


people of Marash, some with clubs and some. 


tinved sepport she needs and receives. — 
“IT am, my Lord, 
“ Your lordship’s most obedient, 
“ Humble servant, 
persecution st Marash, Her Majesty's Am- Foreign Office, June 30, 1874. 
Lassador at Constantinople had been requested “ Sie,—I am directed by the Earl of Derby 
to call pon Her Majesty's Consul at Aleppo to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
for a report upon this case. the 26th instant, relative to recent cases of 
“T have also the honour .to acknowledge | tiered religious persecution in Turkey, and 
yur lordship’s letter of the 24th inst, | to inform you, in reply, that a copy of 
acquainting me that the Grand Vizier had your above-mentioned létter will be comma- 
comaented to give orders for the removal of nicated to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Con- 
the Ansairyeh conscripts to Constantinople, stantinople. 
by which step it was considered there would “T am, Sir, 
be a better prospect of obtaining their good! « Your most obedient, humble servant, 
treatment, and, possibly, their discharge. (Signed) “ Tuyrempzy. 
| _“ The Secretary to the Evangelical 
Alliance” 
THE ALLIANCE TO THE BRITISH ORGANIZA- 
| | 
| | 
| | 
sympathy aroused in this country by thggcruel 
| treatment which these men—accused of no 
crime, and justly entitled to protection— have, 
nevertheless, received, may yet lead to firmer 
and more efficient restraints being put upon 
provincial magistrates, by whom, it appears, | 
these persecutions have been committed. | 
“It is with sincere regret that I discharge | 
the duty of laying before your lordship addi- 
tional particulars of the treatment to which 
the Moslem converts at Marash have been 
subjected, and also a recent letter received 
from Damaseus. The weakness or unwilling- 
ness of the Turkish Government to protect 
her own subjects im the possession of religious 
liberty guaranteed to them, and the insult : 
which is allowed to be offered to the 


| 
| 
> 
| 
4 
| 
4 


_ of Clarendon, as English Minister for 


years ago, wrote thus to Lord Stratford 
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ren, and lodged im the chapel. Thus, thanks | treaty 
to Ged, we have by His grace, and with our 
Master's powerful aid, girded on the spiritual 
armour and overcome our enemies. We beg 
(Signed) Mostarna, 

“ Rozz (the wife). 

“Smyrna, June 22, 1874.” 

The above was written as soon as the pri- 
soners were free from confinement, and their 
banishment in Smyrna had begun. 

No different yersion of the facts from that 
above ted has been made by any one. 
It is fully comfessed on all hands that these 
three persons have Leen thus dealt with for 
no offence but that of renouncing Moham- 
medaniem for Christianity. It has not been 
alleged, in excuse for carrying them away from 
their home in chains, that this was done for 
their protection. Their lives were threatened, 
their persons abused, their liberty taken 
away, and now they are in banishment, with 
no provision for their support, while the 
three younger children of the afflicted pa- 
rents are kept at Marash in Moslem hands, 
solely to force the parents and son back to 


Mohammedanism. What adds to the gravity | i 


of these events is that this policy of persecu- 


tion, it is understood, is defended by the 


Grand Vizier, who has declared, in personal 
interviews with foreign Ministers, that the 
conversion of a Mohammedan to Christianity 
is an impossible thing in Turkey. 

We beg to call special attention to the 
significance of the fact that the Government, 
according to our information, has pleaded no 
embarrassment from a difficulty of controlling 
the Moslem population of Marash. The 
pastor of the church there, with which Mus- 
tapba and Ali sought connection, and who is 
now in Constantinople, believes that no diffi- 
culty would arise from their return thither if 
such orders were issued as the people 
understand were to be obeyed. It is 
plain that im banishment, 
deprivation of the means of living 
glaringly in contravention of past 
the Imperial Government as 
renewal of beheading. 
penalty is abrogated only 


may be starved and tortured out of 
barbarous treatment. 
Referring to the punishment of death as 


applied to apostates from Islamisra, the 


[Anges 1, 


rtipulations to be declared part and 

a of the European system, it ag 

for the Powers of 

law and a practice which is a standing insult 
to every other nation in Europe.” 

Again, on the 17th of September, 1853, the 
Earl of Clarendon wrote thus to Lord Strat- 
ford : “ Her Majesty's Government distinctly 
demands that no punishment whatever shail 
attach to the Mobammedan who becomes a 
Christian, whether originally 1 Mohammedan 
or originally a Christian, any more than any 

t attaches to a Christian who em- 
braces Mohammedanism. In all such cases the 
movements of human conscience must be left 
free, and the temporal arm must not interfere 
to coerce the spiritual decision.” 


time his Excellency Fuad Pasha, in the name 
of the Sultan, in an annex to the Hatti- 
Humayoun addressed to the Ambassadors of 
the allied Powers, stated in express terms that 
the provisions of that document were intended 
the Powers to whom 

ey was under an obligation of gratitude 


as under the pressure of such demands, 
order to its recognition as “a part and 
of the European system,” that the 
Government issued various edicts of 
and reform ; and, finally, the new 
was founded on the Magna Charta of 
tti-Hamayoun, proclaimed in irrevo-. 
by the Sultan, Feb. 6, 1856, and 
ly recognized by the contracting Powers 
ee: the Treaty of Paris, This document sets 
Pe | forth, in various forms, the equality of Mo- 
| barumedans and Christians, and, in regard to 
religion, says: “ As all forms of religion are 
_and shall be freely professed in my dominions, 
nv subject of my empire shall be hindered in 
| the exercise of the religion that he professes, 
nor shall be in any way annoyed on this 
|account. In the matter of changing one’s 
| religion no force shall be employed.” [Such 
|is the accurate rendering of the Turkish 

text.) 
| Now this was a direct and unequivocal 
pledge to the Christian world, and particu- 
_larly the parties to the Treaty of Paris, that 
| the rights of conscience should be sacredly 
| regarded in respect to every subject of the 
Turkish Government. The language has no 
meaning, and is a delusion and a fraud, unless 
it guarantees to every Mussulman the right 
| of living as a Christian, without being im any 
way annoyed, if he chooses to profess the 
} Bo it was received and understood at the 

| 


used the following words: “The Sublime 
Porte renews and confirms the assurances 
which it gave at the time [in 1843] to the 
Governments of France and England relative 


_ come to at that period shall be henceforth ap- 
plied to all renegades in general.” Lord Strat- 
ford de Redcliffe, in a letter to the Rev. Dr 
Steane, of London, said of this : “ It not only 
renews and confirms in his Ma 8 name 
the declaration previously given as to the im- 
punity of renegades, but extends it absolutely 
to thore of every description, including, there- 
fore, born Mussulmans converted to Chris- 


tianity.”” And again, in an official despatch 
to Earl Clarendon, Her Britannic Majesty's 


pire. correspondence 
tian Privileges in Tarkey,” in “ Parliamentary 


FEE 


ry 


of worship and school-buildings by native 
Protestant Christians, and to the circulation 


. | looked upon by the Christian world 
in 


CHRISTEN 


it, in the language and character read 
dominant race in the empire. 

The gaining of the solemn pledges 
Hatti-Humayoun mainly through the 
mentality of Great Britain, has justly been 


impossible for the Powers of Europe to 
acquiesce in the disregard of Turkey's 
plighted faith, and the continuance, under the 
Government of the Sublime Porte. of a course 
of action which, in its principle and results, 
is the revival of a “law and a practice which 
is a standing insult to every other nation in 
Europe?” Not but advance 
in the policy of justice, equality of rights, 
and a higher civilization, is the condition of 
order, peace, and prosperity in the Turkish 
empire, and the interest of all nations in 
their-relations with it. : 
We are, very truly yours, 
W. Woop, 


Committee of the Turkish Branch of the 
Evangelical Alliance. a 


~ Foreign Office, Jaly 18, 1874. 

«“ Sir,—With reference to my letter of the 
19th of June last, I am directed by the Earl 
of Derby to inform you that his lordship has 
received a report upon the case of the man, 


Marash, from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Constantino; 1, who had already been made 
acquainted with the circumstances by the 
Rev. G. Herrick. | 

“ His Excellency lost no time in bringing 
the matter to the notice of the Porte, and 
telegraphed to Her Majesty’s Consul at Aleppo 


accompanied by the greater part of his family, 
had arrived at Constantinople, but still re- 
mained in prison. 
“Sir Henry Elliot again protested against 
the’freatment of « man as a criminal simply 


} 


Mustapha, recently converted to Christianity at 


‘for full particulars. Meanwhile the man, 


because he professed the Christian faith, and 
received assurances from the Porte that, if 


| 
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the American Minister that the Government 
intends to prohibit altogether the printing 
parts of | 
to the question of renegades. The Sublime | . | 
Porte, moreover, declares that the decision | | | 
| | 
as one of 
Britain's 
Queen ; will the Government and people of | 
Great Britain allow that honour now to be 
lost? Shall we not again hear, in tones that | 
will command respect at the Porte, from Her | 
Imperial Majesty's Minister for Foreign 
ment of Christendom, to the effect that it is 
Plenipotentiary at the Porte, says: “If no 
one is to be molested on account of the reli- | 
gion he professes, and no one to be punished 
as a renegade, whatever form of faith he | 
denies, I do not see what reason there can | 
possibly be for any practical persecutions in ) 
future within the limits of the Sultan’s em- , 
Papers” for 1856, pp. 15, 24, 25, 33, 55, | 
60, 66, 67, 77-80.) 
The evidences of a disposition on the part 
of the Turkish Government practically to ! 
repudiate these pledges, given as its return | 
for the expenditure of life and treasure by 
Christian nations in its defence, and on the Atexanper THOMSON, 
ground of which Turkey has been admitted Ropert H. Weakter, ' 
to Grornce F. Herrick, 
of Protestant publications, such as have bad 
the sanction of the censorship for many years, 
and on which the regular dues have been 
paid at the Custom House ; the mode of deal- 
ing by the Porte with local authorities in 
such cases often being such as to show that 
promises of redress made in Constantinople 
are not intended to be carried into execution 
in the provinces. It is exhibited by new in- 
terferences, especially with the sale of Turkish ' 
| Scriptures, the further printing of them, | ) 
_ bidden without special permission ; and we are ti 
: assured that the Grand Vizier has stated to | 
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should be allowed to go back there at hear Dewoud is in prison.’ 
a <! sit “They will do everything short of taking 
“ Sir Henry ‘Elliot concurred in this view, | his life to make him desert, too. They ma: 
bat strongly insisted that one of his daugh- | just go a little too far, for I guarantee that 


to Smyrna, with orders to remain there. Sir | working for him. He recognizes the value 
H. Elliot has, however, remonstrated against | of the services he may be rendering to his 


this order, as unjastifiable, on the ground that | country by holding firm. Dawoad is the man 


if it is not expedient that the convert should | who has suffered most, and the one that I 
live at Marash, there can be no pretext for | have had most confidence in, We must not 
denying him complete liberty im fixing his leave him nor slacken our efforts, for he is not 
residence in any other part of the empire. responsible for what the others have done. 
“TI am, Sir, | Besides, it is not certain that they have 

“ Your most obedient, humble servant, deserted, nor would desertion, though a blun- 

(Signed) “Tewrenpen. der, be a crime under the circumstances. 

“P.S.—Lond Derby desires furthertoacknow-| “I think, however, their desertion settles 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th | the question of their hard treatment. If 
instant, and to add that a copy of it shall be they bad been fairly treated, as the Turks 
sent to Constantinople. allege they have been, they would not have 
“ The Secretary, Evangelical Alliance.” taken so grave a step as desertion when their 


friends here and elsewhere were working for 
“ Damasous, July 5, 1874. their deliverance, and when they had pros- 
“ My dear Sir,—Your letter of June 12, pect of a speedy deliverance. 
containing note from the Foreign Office, to “I hope you got my letter on the Hatti-_ 
hand. Scheriff and Lord Derby’s difficulty. 
“TI regret that the Tarks have sucteedeid | “ Hoping that our labours in this matter 
in driving Yaseph Jedeed and Selim Khatify shall not be in vain, ~ 


to desert. They have been missing for ten’ ~ “T am, my dear Sir, 
daya, and as the authorities made no inquiries” : “ Yours very truly, 
about them, I feared they had been sent off (Signed) “Wa. Waricut. 


to Yemen (and probably they have been). “To the Rev. James Davis.” 
Yesterday I saw Dawoud Suliman; he told: PaRIs COMMITTER.—INTERVIEW WITH THE. 
me he believed they had deserted, for they, DUC DECAZES. 
were in great terror. Khalify had been pro-,| The Secretary reported his visit to Paris, 
moted and again degraded, because he was a | and interview with members of the French 
Christian. When he still adhered to the| Committee of the Alliance in 
statement that he was a Christian, he was | that, through the introduction of Lord Ly 
told t prepare to be hanged ; as a prelimi- | Her Majesty's Ambassador at Paris, he 
nary, he was to eat dirt, etc., etc. Jedeed was| had an audience (accompanied by Pasteur 
being also ill-treated. While this treatment | Casalis, President of the Paris Committee) 
was being persevered in every facility was| with the Dnc Decazes, French Minister for 
given them to desert, and though they escaped | Foreign Affairs, at Versailles. 
on the 25th of June, no inquiries were made| His Excellency. having listened to a full 
about them till the 5th of July—ten days} report. of the cases of persecution, and 
_after their escape. ree to the declaration made on the part of 
“I$ was the custom to let them go abont| the sultan, that “Christianity should not 
under @ guard ; how, then, did they for once} be. insulted in his dominions, . 


nor Chris 
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any such treatment hal taken place, it wae | about them: for tem days!’ Mr. Green had 
entirely without the sanction or knowledge of | an interview with the Mushir this morning, 
the superior authorities, and thet the ease | and he told him that ‘Yuseph Jedeed snd 
should be investigated and remedied. Aarifi Selim Khalify had been reported as deserters. 
Pasha added that Mustapha had been removed The other Ansairyeh conscript, Dawoud, is 
from Marash for his own security, and that about to be sent to Constantinople, in con- 
as his appearance there would almost certainly formity with orders received from the Porte.’ 
be the sicnal for disturbances among that “Mr. Green writes me, under the same 
fanatical lation, it was not desirable that envelope that encloses this official news, ‘/ 
ters, who had been kept at 
allowed to join her father. versation with him yesterday, and he seems 
oe | and sent | resigned to the will of God, and that you are 


fering in the carrying out of its provisions ; 
but, seeing that the clause was an expression 


tracting Powers must insist on Turkey ful- 
filling her engagements in this matter. Tur- 


key should be reminded of the treasure and 
the best blood of the sons of England and 


fully rely on me.” 


and resolve that he be instructed to obtain 
an interview with his Excelleacy Count ven 
Beust, Austrian Ambassador to this Court, 
on the same subject, and to prepare the way 
for similar communications to other foreign 
Powers.” 


PROCEEDINGS 


The monthly meeting was held on Wed- | 
nesday, July 8 ; John Finch, Esq., Treasurer, 
afterwards Major-General F. Eardley-Wilmot, 
im the chair. After reading the Scriptures, 
prayer was offered, and the minutes of the 


Rev. Henry Jackson, u\y., Worthing. 
Joseph B. McNamara, Eaj., Maryborough. 
William Raby, Esq., Manchester. 
Gilbert Beith, Esq., Manchester. 

Alffed Crewdson, Esq., Manchester. 
Henry Wigfield, Esq., Rotherham. 
Thomas Wigfield, Esq., Rotherham. 
Wm. Swaine Wigfield, Esq., Rotherham. 
Thomas Wigfield, Esq., jun., Rotherham. 


Rev. Wm. Newton, m.a., Rotherham. 
J. W. Bellamy, Esq., Rotherham. 
Edward Nightingale, Esq., Rotherham. 
James Clifford Morgan, Esq., Rotherham. 
Francis W. Waide, Esq., Rotherham. 

Charles Cooper, Esq., Masborough. 
Wilson Waterfall, Esq., Rotherham. 
James Tomlinson, Esq., Rotherban. 
George Eskholme, Esq., Rotherham. 


William Roberts, Esq., Rotherham. 


‘}tributors, and to various! distinguished per- 


OF COUNCIL 


Moved by J. Holt Skinner, Esq., seconded 


by A. M‘Arthur, Esq., «r., and resolved : 


“That the Right Honourable Lord Lawrence, 


AMERICAN ORGANIZATION OF THE EVAN- 
GELICAL ALLIANCE. 
A letter was read from the Rev. Philip 


Schaff, p.p., dated “New York, June 16,” 


informing the Coeneil that the Executive 


|\Committee of the American. Evangelical — 


Alliance had resolved to forward to all con- 


/ 
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gion,” was also reminded of the Sultan's | France which had been epent for her protes- | 
Firman on the sabject ef religious liberty tion—that she had participated in the benefit» i 
—the “ Hatti-Humayoun ”—communicated | of treaties of commerce, and had been aided 
to the high contracting Powers in Paris, | by European loans. Friendly nations would | 
at the Treaty of Peace after the Crimean | require that faith should be kept with them 
War. His Excellency assured the deputa- | in the promises made by the Sultan, aad to 
tion that he had listened to the statement | which they were parties. The Duc added : 
with deep interest, and that the cause pleaded “Let your Government make the necessary 
by the Evangelical Alliance received his | demands on the subject, and we will support 
warmest sympathy. Had the interview taken | them. We will go side by side with you, 
| place the day previously, he would have taken and not in any way be behindhand. There 
the occasion of a despatch forwarded to Con- | is in this matter a coannon interest, and of 
stantinople to insert a letter on the subject | which I feel the great importance. You may 
to the representative of France, but he would | 
do so om the very next occasion. Therewas,| The deputation having thanked his Excel- 
unfortunately, a clause in the Treaty of Peace, | lency for his satialactory assurances ef sup- 
referring to the “ Hatti-Humayoun,” which | port, withdrew. 
hindered the contracting Powers from 
The following resolution of Council, moved 
of good faith on the part of European Powers | Major-General F. Eardley - Wilmot, was 
in the Turkish Goverument carrying out their | adopted: “That this Council highly ap- 
own charter of religious liberty to the Turkish | prove of the steps taken by their Secretary 
. subjects, it was not to be allowed that the | -- 
promise should‘now be violated. The —| 
| 
| 
John Guest, Esq., Rotherham. | 
John Law, Esq., Rotherham. | 
Humphrey Davy, Eeq., Rotherham. 
John Evans, Eaq., Liverpool. 
CARRASCO FUND. | 
previous meeting were read and appraved. | It was reported that the Carrasco Fund 
The following persons were unanimously had been closed, and the amount remitted by 
Mons. Adrien Naville, Geneva, with a letter 
‘from the Secretary, informing hin of the 
same, and enclosing the resolution passed at 
the last meeting of this Council. 
| VICE-PRESIDENTS. 
| 
and Sir Harry Verney, Bart., be requested to | 
allow their names to be put on the list of ) 
| 
| 


was i 
The Secretary reported his visit to various | with forthwith. 


FFE 


hes of this to oblige the Council by auditing the ac- 
the Secretary counts of the Alliance, as in previous years. 
in Europe’ in | 


THE MEMORIAL FUND OF MESSRS. PRONIER, CARRASCO, AND COOK, 

Since the issue of the first edition of the | the United States Evangelical Alliance. The 
“ Proceedings of the General Conference in | three bereaved families are now all in Switzer- 
New York,” the Memorial Fund for the! land: Mrs. Pronier remains in Geneva, Mra. 


widows and orphans of Messrs. Pronier, | Carrasco (who lately lost her youngest child) 
Carrasco, and Cook, the three martyrs | has removed from Madrid to Geneva, while 
of the Uonference who perished by ship- | Mrs. Cook has left Paris to reside in Lau- 
wreck on their return (see pp. 763-768), has | sanne. Several donations from American 
been completed, and exceeds by nearly five | friends were sent directly to the widows, and 
thousand dollars the sum originally asked | are not included in the above statement. 
for, Contributions were sent in promptly|~ The friends of the Alliance in Europe, 
and cheerfully from aH denominations and | especially in Switzerland, have raised in all 
various parts of the country, though chiefly | about fifty thousand dollars, or two hundred 
from New York, and amount at the present | and fifty thousand francs, for the Memorial 
date to the following sums :— Fund. The three families are, therefore, 
For the Pronier Fund ............ $5,814 70 comfortably provided for. This is the silver 
5,772 70 lining to their cloud of affliction. How much 
» Cook more valuable is the noble Christian sympathy 
$19,402 690 Which has prompted these gifts, and through 


This sum is for the present deposited with which God himself has cheered and comforted 


the United States Trust Company in New | ‘he widows and orphans! 


York. The interest will be semi-annually Scuarr. 
transmitted to Europe by the Treasurer of | Bible House, New York, June 12, 1874. 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN SPAIN. 


[To the Rev. James Davis. } ,| threatened retrogression of religious li 

Cadiz, June 25, 1874. | in this land. 
Permit me, through your society, to sound | The Spanish press is full of on dits 
the alarm among the friends of freedom of | garding negotiations for reconciliation wi i 
conscience in both hemispheres, against the | the Roman Curia, and a clerical paper has 
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sons in Europe interested in the cause of the approaching au:umn. He is also instructed 
Christian union and religious liberty, com- | to visit some of the principal cities in Italy, 
plimentary copies of the Proceedings of the and especially Rome, with a view to ascertain 
last General Conference held in New York, | whether it be desirable to entertain the ides 
and that a number of copies, at a considerable of holding, at a suitable time, a General Con- 
deduction, would be sent to the members of ference of Christians of various nations in 
Council who might desire to have the | that city.” 
volume. The Secretary was instructed to REPAIRS TO THE ALLIANCE HOUSE. 
acknowledge the letter, and present their best An estimate having been submitted for 
thanks to the New York Committee for their repairs needed to front of house, and also 
gratifying communication. _ to the back room, second floor, the Secretary 
towns in Lancashire and Yorkshire in behalf FINANCE. 4 
of the Alliance. | The cash statement was presented for the 
PROPOSED VISIT OF THE SECRETARY TO SOME financial year ending June 30, showing 
OF THE CONTINENTAL BRANCHES OF THE | receipts amounting to 1,637/ 15s. 5d.; pay- 
ALLIANCE, menta, 1,727/ 19s. 5d.; balance of assets 
It was moved by the Rev. Wm. Arthur, over liabilities in favour of the Alliance 
seconded by C. Douglas Fox, Esq., and re- amounting to 692. 14s. 
solved : “ That, with a view to extend this AUDITORS. 
cama It was resolved that Thomas Sercombe, 
ion between Esq., and Robert Johnston, Eaq.. be requested 
lance, 
should visit various capitals 


published the basis, which it reports as 
already approved in a Ministerial Council, 
for the re-establishment of relations with 
Rome. Already there is evidently an under- 
hand attempt to circumsecribe religious liberty 
in this country by preventing the opening 
any new places of Protestant worship, This 
has occurred at San Fernando and in Seville— 
in the former town under the pretext that 
the building, considered as a public edifice, 


does not satisfy the requisite conditions of | 


solidity and salubrity ; in the latter city with- 
out assigning any reason at all, In both 
cases the buildings are the property of British 
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The case of San Fernando is now in the 
hands of our Ambassador at Madrid, and its 


of; tiistory has been brought in a printed form 


to the knowledge of the Secretaries of State 
for Foreign Affairs and the representatives in 
Spain of the Protestant and other Powers. 
Our Ambassador writes that be has considered 
it his duty to refer the matter to the Foreign 
Office, and to wait for instructions, which 
goes far to prove that the apprehensions [ 
express are not groundless. It is enough to 


subjects ; that of San Fernando belongs to | note that religious liberty is passed over in 


the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland ; 
that of Seville belongs to the Spanish Mis- 
sion of the Episcopal Church of England, 
under the direction of the Rev. Mr. Tag- 
well. 


This is clearly the thin edge of the wedge, | 


and if the Protestant nations and govern- 
rents fail to be roused up in‘ time, in de- 
fence of man’s inherent rig 


science, religious liberty in 
trembling in the balance, may ere long be 
abolished by a stroke of the just as 
every other kind of liberty has been effaced 
and rendered abortive at the fiat of the pre- 
sent reactionary rniers. The 21st Article of 
the Constitution of 1849, after reciting that 


science in the following terms: “The public 
or private exercise of any other worship 
remains guaranteed to all strangers residing 
in Spain, without further limitations than 
the universal rules of morality and of rights ;” 
and it adds, “If any Spaniard should profess 
another religion than the Catholic, what is 
ordered in the preceding paragraph is applic- 
able to him.” 

This was but a tardy concession to the 
spirit of the age, and the duties of recipro- 
city and unity towards the civilized Christian 
world ; and it farnishes solid ground for 
decided and urgent remonstrance. It was all 
very well for former governments to have 
persisted in an illiberal exclusiveness, but 
now that the concession has been made and 
guaranteed in the public charter, it is ear- 
nestly to be hoped that the Protestant 
nations will see to it that their governments 
offer the severest opposition to its withdrawal 

nor any future government which may 
> formed in this land, shall obtain recognition 


complete silence in the present Government's 
manifesto to the nation, as well as in its cir- 
cular to foreign governmenta, which would 
seem to justify the belief I have expressed to 
our Ambassador, that nothing short of ener- 

combined diplomatic intervention 


will avert the pending retrocession of freedom 
of conscience in Spain. 
Yours most cordially, 
A. Bewyouret. 


Cadiz, July 4, 1874. 

Thanks to the intervention and good offices 
of our Ambassador at Madrid, I was in- 
formed, last Wednesday, that a despatch had 
arrived from the Ministry, blaming the local 
authorities for their antagonism and illegal 
proceedings, and ordering the immediate re- 
moval of all impediments to the opening of 
our church at San Fernando. 

Assuming, then, that the orders of the 
Ministry will be strictly carried out, and that 
no other contretemps or fresh obstacles will 
intervene, it is probable that the church 
will (0.v.) be opened for public worship on. 
Lord’s-day, the 12th inst., and therefore I 
need not detail the various opposition en- 
countered, nor the frivolous pretext by which 
it was sought to render abortive the most 
important and valuable conquests of the late 
revolution. 

But there stands the case of Seville still 
unsolved, and there remains the fact that in 
several instances since the coup détat of 
last January, preachers have been turned 
back by the municipal authorities from 
places to which they went, at the desire of 
the people, to proclaim the Gospel ; that col- 
porteurs are not, in many localities, allowed 
to offer the Scriptares for sale in public with 
the same liberty as heretofore; and, more- 
over, it remains to be seen what compensation 
will be given for the deprivation of the use 
of our property for upwards of six months, 
and what punishment will be awarded to the 


255, 
without beforehand solemnly engaging to 
| uphold religious liberty intact, as guaranteed 
by the present Constitution. | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
the Spanish nation binds itself to support the | 
worship and ministers of the Catholic reli- | 
, gion, proceeds to proclaim liberty of _ 
| 
| | 
\ 


I do not think that the apprehensions I | on 
express are groundiess, or the alarm | utter will, I ‘trast, 
ancalied for; and it were a dereliction of pradence, and energy 


That on Lord’s-day morning, October 25, 
between seven and eight, all teachers should 


this meeting the parents of the scholars might 
be invited); that at some time during the 
evening the teachers sLould meet to implore 
Divine help and guidasice. 5 


the work, and leading, as the happy result, to 
a large ingathering of the young into the fold 


Evan. John Faq 
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delinquent Mayor of San Fernando ani his | which the Alliance exists to guard and pro- 
tect liberty of conscience everywhere through - 
hosoursbie reission it 
with the tact, 
which have all along 
to the cause were | to | ron and proceedings. 
withhold that waming from the public. It Above all, let it invoke the prayers of God's 
is justly said, “ Forewarned, forearmed,” and people everywhere for the preservation intact 
prevention is certainly better as well as cesier of this precious right of all men, to worship 
than cure. Let our friends, then, be on the God according to the dictates of conscience. 
look-out. It is one of the great objects for | A. Brewouig.. 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER FOR OUR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
The Committee of the Sunday-echool; That om Monday morning, October 26, 
Union have requested the Council of the | between seven and eight, all teachers should 
Evangelical Alliance again to make known, | again bring their scholars in prayer before 
through its organs of communication, the in-| God; that in the course of the day the 
vitation to universal prayer on behalf of | female teachers of each school should bold a 
Sunday-schools :— meeting for prayer ; that in the evening each 
, The 25th and 26th of October have been | church should be invited to hold « special 
fixed upon for this year, and the Committee | prayer-meeting, at which the welfare of the 
suggest that the following order should, as far | Sunday-school should form the theme of the 
as possible, be observed. prayers and addresses. 
teachers, and others, in all parts of the world, 
engage in private prayer for God's blessing | will unite their supplications at these times. 
on their labours ; that the opening engage- Appropriate topics for supplication and ) 
ments of the morning school be preceded by | intercession will present themselves to all. 
" the teachers meeting together for prayer; | Above everything, the prayers should be for 
that in the afternoon the ordinary routine of | a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit, im- 
each school should be varied by the children | parting to the teachers heavenly wisdom, to 
being gathered for devotional exercises, in- | the scholars docility and serionsness ; enkind- 
terspersed with appropriate addresses (to | ling the deeper interest of the churches in 
(Signed by the Honorary Secretaries ) 
SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED DURING TRE MONTH. | 
Mrs. Grition 460 
| Rew John Garwood 
| Rev. 4. Robinson - 
0 
w 
6 
6 2 0 
6 
0 0 3 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO SPECIAL FUND. 
From fow Friends in Giaagow, 
© | im aid of the Stission to Work- 
| Widow of the late kimi ¢ 10 0 
JAMES DAVIS, Secretary. 
_ Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Adelphi | 
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